
Figure 2.3 

Taken from Classroom Strategies for Interactive Learning by Doug Buehl 

Framework for Identifying Text Frames 
 

If the focus of the text seems to be 
 

 
• Why or how something works 
• Why or how something happens 
• Why things happen in science  
 

  
 
Cause/ Effect  

 
 
• What something is or looks like 
• How something can be described 
• How something can be classified 
 

  
 
Concept/ Definition 

 
 
• Who is trying to do something 
• How to do something 
• What steps, directions, or procedures to follow 
 

  
 
Goal/Action/Outcome 

 
 
• What is wrong and how it can be taken care of 
• What needs to be improved, changed, fixed, or remedied 
• Who is confronting problems in history 
 

  
 
Problem/ Solution 

 
 
• Why accept an opinion, hypothesis, theory, or argument 
• What viewpoint is expressed in a review, editorial, 

persuasion, or appeal 
• How conclusions are based on research results or studies 
 

  
 
Proposition/Support 

 
 
• How things are alike/different  
• How things are positive/negative 
• What choices or options are possible 
 

  
 
Compare/ Contrast  

 
 

 
 


